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Dance Ontario’s 38th 
year was productive 
and exciting, filled with 
exciting initiatives and 
fabulous dance! 

Our organization 
has a unique and 
indispensable role in 
the Ontario dance 
community. We serve 
dance professionals, 
students, studios, 
companies, scholars, 

enthusiasts, and many other dance-related professions 
and activities. In a year filled with ever-changing 
challenges due to the global pandemic, Dance Ontario 
continued to serve, educate, and showcase our members. 

Through our DanceOn Series, we offered a multitude of 
virtual workshops and film screenings. We continued to 
work with the Provincial Arts Service Organizations (PASO) 
to engage in political advocacy, ensuring the voice of 
the dance artist was heard by our government. Our 28th 
annual DanceWeekend was an amazing success! We were 
excited to offer virtual performances and workshops, 
which enabled us to extend our reach to the far corners 
of our vast province. The artistry of over 200 dancers was 
shared with thousands during DanceWeekend. 

I sincerely thank those who were a part of Dance 
Ontario’s continued success this past year. The 
dedication, prowess, and insight of our Executive 
Director, Amy Hampton, was invaluable and facilitated 
the unprecedented growth of our organization. Along 
with her were our staff Julie McLachlan, Alan Faigal, and 
Goreti Cardoso, all of whom ensured Dance Ontario’s 
continued excellence in dance service. Thank you also 
to our Network Coordinators for their hard work and 
commitment. I have great gratitude and appreciation for 
our Board of Directors, who freely gave of their time and 
passion to support Dance Ontario’s endeavours. It is a 
joy and an honour to work along with all of you.

Our Board bids a heartfelt thank you and farewell to 
fellow member, Jane Gardner. Jane was integral to the 
facilitation of Dance Ontario’s Covid response as well 
being active with advocacy on behalf of our organization. 
Jane recently retired from her position at Quinte Ballet 
School and is stepping down from the Board to enjoy 
retirement. 

As we enter our 39th year, I foresee another year that 
will have us dancing with joy, as we provide rich and 
valuable services while broadening our offerings to our 
members. On behalf of Dance Ontario, I thank you for 
your membership. We look forward to working with you 
in dance throughout the coming year and invite you to 
Come Dance with Us!

A MESSAGE FROM
SAMARA THOMPSON, CHAIR
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This past year was jam-
packed with exciting 
activities and new 
programs and services. 
We were thrilled to 
expand our offerings to 
our dance community 
across the province  
through a difficult 
year for our sector.   
Through these ups and 
downs we continued 
to invite everyBODY to 
come dance with us! 

With MunterWestermann Arts and Media and Banyan 
& Finch Creative, Dance Ontario reimagined and 
rebuilt our website, which is our main connection to 
our community. Along with our new updated look and 
increased accessibility, we have some exciting new 
features including  including a map function to help 
find what we need in your community and an expanded 
members only section that allows members to manage 
their profile and postings. 

We produced out first fully digital DanceWeekend 
in April 2021, keeping our community dancing with 
films, workshops, dance parties and more. Presenting 
the work of 28 artists/companies and connecting 
audiences and artists, including our inter-generational 
dance party with over 1000 attendees! The Jacque 
Foesier Youth Ward was presented to Justine Coroza 
in a special live video event. 
We travelled across the province with Dreamwalker 
Dance Company with our Windows of Time project, in 
partnership with the Regional Networks and funded by 
the Department of Canadian Heritage. Andrea Nann 
and Henry Mak created  6  beautiful films showcasing 
5 different communities. The online premiere of the 
film had 750 viewers and it continues to be available 
on our website. 

Dance Ontario commissioned 5 original dance films 
to present as part of ONWARDS – a digital showcase 
in November 2021. The showcase featured short 
documentaries about the artists and received amazing 
feedback from our community. 

A MESSAGE FROM
AMY HAMPTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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The DanceON Series offered professional development 
for our members and community throughout the year 
with workshops on two Show&Share sessions featuring 
works in progress and Ask the Experts

Advocacy continued around pandemic and recovery 
issues. Gathering and sharing information from our 
sector was a crucial tool in communicating our needs. 
Dance Ontario worked with a professional evaluator 
to take a look at the over 30 surveys we conducted 
over the year and provided key insights and trends. 
These were communicated to government through 
letters to Ministers, pre-budget submissions and more. 
Dance Ontario continued to work with the PASO-OPSA 
Coalition to advocate for the arts more broadly and was 
a signatory on policy priorities for the sector. 

To support these increased activities, and our core 
services,  we welcomed three new staff members, 
Program Manager Goreti Cardoso, Outreach Coordinator 
Alan Faigal and Administrative Assistant Jaedyn Richards. 

Dance Ontario is well positioned to take on an 
uncertain future, with new flexible and responsive 
programming, and to increase our reach across the 
province and connect with new communities through 
our digital tools. Funding from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation for our Digital Shift and the Canada 
Council for the Arts and Canadian Heritage for our first 
digital DanceWeekend has been invaluable over the 
last year. 

Thank you to our incredible Board, Committees, 
Networks Coordinators, volunteers, partners funders 
and sponsors and to you our members for keeping our 
dance community dancing through the last year!

A MESSAGE FROM (CONT.)
AMY HAMPTON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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16SHORT FILMS PRODUCED    

20ONLINE WORKSHOPS   

35COMPANIES/CHOREOGRAPHERS PRESENTED 

10,000VIEWS FOR ONLINE FILMS  

15,000SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS 

175,000PAGE VIEWS ON DANCEONTARIO.CA
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FROM 
ANUSCKA ROES, TREASURER
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DANCE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION

Statement of Financial Position

As at March 31, 2022

(Unaudited)

2022 2021

ASSETS

CURRENT
Cash $ 42,342 $ 53,793
Accounts receivable (Note 3) 10,319 1,778
Harmonized Sales Tax recoverable 14,155 4,933
Prepaid expenses 1,337 1,260

$ 68,153 $ 61,764

LIABILITIES

CURRENT
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 17,479 $ 12,008
Deferred revenues (Note 4) 69,690 57,159

87,169 69,167

DEFICIT   

UNRESTRICTED (19,016) (7,403)

$ 68,153 $ 61,764

APPROVED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD

_____________________________ Director _____________________________ Director 

See the accompanying notes to these financial statements
2
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Creative Partnerships Program Commissioned Artists: 
Rodney Diverlus  
Matthew Cuff 

ONWARDS Commissions:  
Devanshi Mishra 
Shameka Blake  
Angelo De Torres 

Windows of Time:  
Workshops, Creation and Film Production with 
Dreamwalker Dance Company in London, Windsor, 
Dufferin, Halton and Sault Ste Marie. Film Premiere  
and artist Talk Back 

DanceWeekend’21 Digital Edition  
Commissioned dance film from Nostos Collectives 
Documentary film  Isolations featuring Little Pear 
Garden Dance Company, Vanguardia Dance Projects, 
Elena la Comadre, Aeris Korper COME DANCE WITH 
US participatory film choreography by Alysa Pires  
International Dance Day Message from Natasha Powell  
Dance Across Ontario: Meet our Members Film 
Featuring: Simcoe Contemporary Dancers, Maggie 
Dila, Siena-Marie Tigley, Yasmina Ramzy Arts, Avinoam 
Silverman, Canada’s Ballet Jörgen, Jay9 Dance Centre 
Simcoe Contemporary Dancers, Elena la Comadre, 
Arte Flamenco, Edited by Olya Glotka 

All ages Dance party with Alan Faigal in partnership 
with Culture Shock Canada 
Digital Jam with DJ Andrew Tay and dancers Newton 
Moraes, Anjelica Scannura, Jake Poloz, Maxine 
Heppner, Devanshi Mithra, Jocelyn Mah, Naishi Wang, 
Julie McLachlan, Online Film Screenings from Larchaud 
Dance/ELD Films

Michael Caldwell and Louis Laberge-Côté 
Esmeralda Enrique Spanish Dance Company 
Maxim Luca Bortnowski and Melanie Elysse Old 
Sheena Koh/Lola Ryan, Santee Smith, Avinoam 
Silverman,Kylie Thompson, Yasmina Ramzy,Kaitlyn 
Seibold, Robyn Bedford

Online Workshops with 

Julie McLachlan, Shameka Blake, Matthew Snoopy 
Cuff, Bageshree Vaze, Newton Moraes, Jose Carret, 
Yasmina Ramzy , Carmen Romero, Rodney Diverlus

ACTIVITIES AT 
A GLANCE
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DanceON Series Workshops: 

•  Mental Skills in Dance with Lauren Ritchie  
•  Shimmy, Shake or Shudder? With Dr. Lisa Sandlos  
•  Making a Dance Film with Olya Glotka  
•  Dancing through Challenging Times with Janet   
 Sellery 

 Regional Networks Info Session with the Dance 
Umbrella of Ontario

•  Duty to Report: Protecting Young Dancers in Ontario  
 with Boost Child and Youth Advocacy Centre  
•  Respectful Workplaces with the Respect Group

DanceOn Series Ask the Experts: 

• Taxes during COVID with Jennifer Wan  
• Considerations for Training at Home with  
 Pivot Dancer 
• Preparing for a Healthy Fall Dance Season  
 with Janet Sellery 
• Predicting a Dance-Filled and (Hopefully!)  
 Early Spring by Janet Sellery 

DanceOn Series Show & Share Sessions: 

October 28 , 2021: featuring the works I’m not in  
Love (KINAJ) and This Dress (Caroline Niklas-Gordon).

December 5, 2021: featuring the works D Y S  
(Eilish Shin-Culhane) and Her (Irina Lerman).

ACTIVITIES AT 
A GLANCE
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HALTON DANCE NETWORK 
Coordinators: Kate Lowel

WINDSOR & REGION DANCE 
Coordinator: Mary Jo Mullins 

SUDBURY DANCE NETWORK
Coordinator: Emma Duncan 

THE SOO/ALGOMA DANCE NETWORK
Coordinator: Valerie Calam  

LONDON DANCE NETWORK
Coordinator: Bizz Varty 

DUFFERIN DANCE NETWORKS
Coordinator: Catherine Carpenko

OTTAWA DANCE NETWORK 
Coordinators: Lola Ryan

REGIONAL NETWORKS
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Dance Ontario Association was founded in 1976 and incorporated not-for-profit (1985) We are 
a dynamic cross section of Ontario’s dance sector from internationally renowned companies to 
individual dance artists.

DANCE ONTARIO IS GENEROUSLY FUNDED BY:

STAFF 2020-21 
Amy Hampton, Executive Director 
Julie McLachlan, Membership Coordinator 
Goreti Cardoso, Program Manager
Alan Faigal, Outreach Coordinator
Jaedyn Richards, Administrative Assistant

SUPPORT
Karen Bennedsen, Bookkeeper
Richard Munter, Web Developer  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-22
Samara Thompson (Chair) 
Lee Sela  (Vice Chair) 
Anuschka Roes (Secretary) 
Jennifer Watkins (Treasurer) 
Lola Ryan (Past Chair) 
Emily Cheung, Rob Galbraith,  
Jane Gardner, Debra Kapp,  
Kate Lowe, Patrick Parson,  
Yasmina Ramzy, Suzan Richards,  
Dr Lisa Sandlos, Lee Sela  

2021-22 SPONSORS
The Dance Current
Pivot Dancer
The Respect Group 
Curv Health 
Front Row Insurance 
Loft Cycle Club 
City Dance Corps 
Salsa in Toronto 
Experium Enterprise
Made to Move 
COVID Clearance  

Photo credits:  Amy Hampton by Cylla von Tiedemann, CCDT by 
Canadian Contemporary Dance Theater, Halton Dance Network, 
Julie McLachlan, Natasha Powell

DANCE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION


